
The Divine Liturgy 

 
of our Holy Fathers 

John Chrysostom and Basil the Great 
(a simple setting from the Service Books of the UOC-USA) 

This food is called Eucharist with us, and only those are allowed to partake who 
believe in the truth of our teaching and have received the washing (baptism) for 
the remission of sins and for regeneration; and who live in accordance with the 
directions of Christ. 

We do not receive these gifts as ordinary food or ordinary drink.  But as Jesus 
Christ our Savior was made flesh through the word of God, and took flesh and 
blood for our salvation; in the same way the food over which thanksgiving has 
been offered [i.e. the Eucharistic bread and wine] through the word of prayer 
which we have from Him - the food by which our blood and flesh are nourished 
through its transformation - is, we are taught, the flesh and blood of Jesus who 
was made flesh. 

St. Justin Martyr (c. 100-165), Apology 



 1 

  



 2 

 

 

Proskomedia having been served, the curtains opened, and the entire church 
censed1, the priest and deacon come together before the altar and pray as the 
people stand: 

O God be merciful to me a sinner. (Thrice, venerating the altar) 

O Heavenly King, the Comforter, Spirit of Truth, everywhere present and filling 
all things. Treasury of blessings and Giver of life, come and dwell in us, cleanse 
us from every impurity and save our souls, O Good One. 

Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace among those whom He favors. 
(Twice) (Lk 2:24) 

Lord, open my lips and my mouth shall proclaim Your praise. (Ps 50: 15) 

Deacon: It is time for the Lord to serve, Master, give the blessing. 

Priest: Blessed is our God, always now and ever and to the ages of ages. Amen. 

Deacon: Pray for me, Holy Master. 

Priest: May the Lord God direct your steps. 

Deacon: Remember me, Holy Master. 

Priest: May the Lord God remember you in His kingdom, always now and ever 
and to the ages of ages. 

Deacon: Amen. 

Deacon: Lord, open my lips and my mouth shall proclaim Your praise. 
(Thrice)(Lk 2: 24) 

                                                        
1 It is a common, accepted, and pious tradition within the UOC-USA for an appropriate hymns (such as “With 
Fear and Humility, Let Us Enter In”) to be sung as the deacon censes. 

We may not leave those whom we arouse and exhort to battle unarmed 
and naked, but may fortify them with the protection of Christ's Body 
and Blood. The Eucharist is designated for this very purpose, that it 
may be a safeguard to those who receive it. 

St. Cyprian of Carthage (c. 200-258), Epistle 54    
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Deacon: Master, bless. 

Priest: Blessed is the Kingdom of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, now and ever and to the ages of ages. 

People: Amen.  

The Great Litany 
(Common Melody.  Those who must may sit.) 

 
Deacon: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
People: Lord, have mercy. (likewise after each petition) 

For the peace from above and for the salvation of our souls, let us pray to the 
Lord. 

For the peace of the whole world, for the welfare of the holy churches of God 
and for the union of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

For this holy temple and for those who enter here with faith, reverence and the 
fear of God, let us pray to the Lord. 

For our Metropolitan, His Eminence (name); for our Archbishop, His Eminence 
(name), for our Bishop, His Grace (name), for the reverend presbyters, for the 
deacons in Christ and for all the clergy and the people, let us pray to the Lord. 

For our God-Loving and God-Protected country the United States of America, 
for the government and armed forces, and for all the people; for our God-loving 
and God-protected ancestral homeland Ukraine, [for all our ancestral 
homelands,] and for all her people [their people], let us pray to the Lord. 
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For this city, (village or holy monastery) and for every city and community and 
for the faithful who live in them, let us pray to the Lord. 

For seasonable weather, an abundance of the fruits of the earth and for peaceful 
times, let us pray to the Lord. 

For those who travel by land, sea and air, for the sick, the suffering, for captives 
and for the salvation of them all, let us pray to the Lord. 

When needed, additional petitions are added here. 

For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger and distress, let us pray to 
the Lord. 

Help us, save us, have mercy on us and preserve us, God, by Your grace. 

Remembering our Most-Holy, Most-Pure, Most-blessed and Glorious Lady, the 
Birth-Giver of God and Ever-Virgin Mary, together with all the saints, let us 
commend ourselves and one another and all our life, to Christ our God. 

People: To You, O Lord. 

Priest: Lord our God, Your Power is beyond compare, and Your Glory beyond 
understanding; Your Mercy is boundless, and Your Love for us beyond words, 
look with compassion, Master, on us and on this holy temple, and show us, and 
those who pray with us, the riches of Your tender mercy. (Ps. 24:16; Eph. 2:4) 
For to You are due all glory, honor and worship: to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and to the ages of ages. 
People: Amen. 
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The First Antiphon (Psalm 102) 
(Consult the Festal Propers for Major Feasts.) 
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The Small Litany 
(Common Melody) 

 
Deacon: Again and again, in peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. (Likewise after each petition) 

Help us, save us, have mercy on us and preserve us, God, by Your grace. 

Deacon: Remembering our Most Holy, Most Pure, Most Blessed and Glorious 
Lady, the Birth-Giver of God and Ever-Virgin Mary, together with all the 
saints, let us commend ourselves and one another and all our life, to Christ our 
God. 

People:  To You, O Lord. 

Priest: Lord our God, save Your people, and bless Your Inheritance; protect 
the fullness of Your Church. Sanctify those who love the beauty of Your house, 
glorifying them in return by Your divine power and do not forsake us who hope 
in You. (Ps. 27:9;25:8; Ps. 26; Ps.16: 7) 

For Yours is the Majesty and Yours the Kingdom and the Power and the Glory, 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, now and ever and to the 
ages of ages. 

People: Amen. 
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The Second Antiphon (Psalm 145) 
(Consult the Festal Propers for Major Feasts.)

 
Put not your trust in princes, in sons of men, // in whom there is no salvation. 
When their breath departs they return to their earth; // on that very day all their plans perish. 
Blessed is the one whose help is the God of Jacob, // whose hope is in the Lord his God;  
Who made heaven and the earth, // the sea and all that is in them. 
The Lord sets the prisoners free; / the Lord opens the eyes of the blind. / The Lord lifts up 
those who are bowed low; // the Lord loves the righteous.  
The Lord watches over the sojourners, / He upholds the widow and the orphan; // but the way 
of the wicked He brings to ruin.   
The Lord will reign forever; // your God, O Zion, to all generations. (change to minor) 
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The Small Litany 
(Common Melody) 

Deacon: Again and again, in peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. (Likewise after each petition) 

 
Help us, save us, have mercy on us and preserve us, God, by Your grace. 
Remembering our Most Holy, Most Pure, Most Blessed and Glorious Lady, the 
Birth-Giver of God and Ever-Virgin Mary, together with all the saints, let us 
commend ourselves and one another and all our life, to Christ our God. 
People:  To You, O Lord. 
Priest: Lord, You have given us grace to offer You with one heart these our 
common prayers and have promised that where two or three are of one accord 
in Your Name you will grant their requests: fulfill now the petitions of your 
servants as is best for us, granting us in this world knowledge of your Truth, 
and in the world to come life everlasting. (Mt. 18: 19-20;Ps. 19:6; Heb. 10:26) 
For You are a Good and Loving God and to You we give glory: to the Father 
and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and to the ages of ages. 
People:  Amen. 
Priest (Prayer of the Entrance): Sovereign Master, Lord our God, You have 
established in heaven the orders and hosts of angels and archangels to minister 
to Your Glory. Grant that with this our entrance there may also be an entrance 
of holy angels serving with us and glorifying Your Goodness. For to You are 
due all glory, honor and worship: to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 
Spirit, now and ever and to the ages of ages. Amen. 
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The Third Antiphon (Mt. 5:3-12)  
(Consult the Festal Propers for Major Feasts.) 
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8.  Blessed are the peacemakers, // for they shall be called children of God. 
9. Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness sake, //  

for theirs is the Kingdom of heaven. 
10.  Blessed are you when people shall revile you and persecute you //  

and speak all manner of evil against you falsely for my sake.  
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The Little Entrance 
Deacon: Master, bless the Holy Entrance. 
Priest: Blessed is the entrance of Your Saints always, now and ever, and to the 
ages of ages. 
Deacon: Amen. 
Deacon: Wisdom. Let us stand aright. 
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The Hymns (Tropars and Kondaks) 
(Consult the Octoechos and Menaion for the appropriate hymns) 

 
The Thrice-Holy Hymn 

Deacon: Master, bless the time of the Thrice-Holy Hymn. 

Priest:  Holy God, dwelling in Your heavenly sanctuary, praised by the Seraphim 
with the Thrice Holy hymn, glorified by the Cherubim, and adored by all the 
Heavenly Powers: You have brought all things into being out of nothing. You 
created us in Your image and likeness, and adorned us with all Your gifts. To 
those who seek, You grant wisdom and understanding. You do not despise the 
sinner, but have set repentance as the way of salvation. You have deemed us 
worthy, Your lowly and undeserving servants, to stand at this very hour before 
the Glory of Your holy altar, and to offer You due worship and praise, Master, 
accept even from the lips of us sinners the Thrice-Holy Hymn, and graciously 
visit us in Your Goodness. Forgive us our every offense whether voluntary or 
involuntary. Sanctify us, soul and body, and grant that we may worship You in 
holiness all the days of our life: through the intercessions of the Holy Birth-Giver 
of God and of all the saints who have well pleased You throughout the ages. (Is. 
37: 15; 6:2;Ps. 79:2; Prov. 1:14; Gen. 1:26; Lk. 1:75) 

For You are Holy, our God and to You we give glory: to the Father and to the 
Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever. 

Deacon: Lord, save the pious and hear us, and to the ages of ages. 

People: Amen. 
 

The Thrice Holy Hymn 
(Music on next page.  Consult the Festal Propers for Major Feasts.) 

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us. (Thrice) 
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and to 
the ages of ages. Amen 
Holy Immortal, have mercy on us. 
Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us. 
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Deacon: Command, Master. 
Priest: Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Deacon: Bless Master the High Place. 
Priest: Blessed are You on the throne of the glory of Your Kingdom, who sit 
upon the Cherubim; always, now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen. 

The Prokimen 

Deacon: Let us be attentive.  

Priest: Peace be with you all.  

Reader: And with your spirit. 

Deacon: Wisdom. 

Reader: The Prokimen in the __th tone (chants the proper Prokimen) 

People: (repeat the Prokimen in the tone or in simple harmony)  

Reader: (chants the verse)  

People: (repeat the Prokimen) 

Reader: (chants the first half of the Prokimen) 

People: (chant the second half of the Prokimen) 

The Epistle Reading 

Deacon: Wisdom. 

Reader: The reading is from the Acts of the Apostles. Or: The reading is from 
the Universal Letter of the Holy Apostle (name). Or: The reading is from the 
Letter of St. Paul to the (Romans, Corinthians, Galatians, i.e.) 

Deacon: Let us be attentive. 

Reader:  Brethren… (the Reader reads the designated epistle selection.) 

Priest: Peace be with you who reads. 

Reader: And with your spirit. 
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The Alleluia Verses 
Deacon: Wisdom. 
Reader:  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
People: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 
Reader: [chants verse] 
People: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
Reader: [chants verse] 
People: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

The Gospel Reading 
Priest (Prayer before the Reading of the Holy Gospel): Make the pure light of 
Your divine knowledge shine in our hearts, Loving Master, and open the eyes of 
our minds that we may understand the message of Your Gospel. Instill also in us 
reverence for Your blessed commandments, so that overcoming all worldly 
desires, we may pursue a spiritual life, both thinking and doing all things 
pleasing to You. For You, Christ our God, are the Light of our souls and bodies, 
and to You we give the glory, together with Your Father, without beginning, and 
Your All Holy, Good, and Life- Creating Spirit, now and ever and to the ages of 
ages. Amen. (2 Cor. 6:6; Eph. 1:18; 2 Peter 2:11) 
Deacon: Bless, Master, him who proclaims the Good News of the Holy Apostle 
and Evangelist (Name). 
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Priest: Through the prayers of the Holy, Glorious and All-praised Apostle and 
Evangelist (Name), may God grant you to proclaim the Good News with great 
strength, for the fulfillment of the Gospel of His Beloved Son, Jesus Christ. 
Deacon: Wisdom. Let us stand aright and listen to the Holy Gospel. 
Priest: Peace be with you all. 
People: And with your spirit. 
Deacon:  The reading is from the Holy Gospel according to St. ___. 
People (before and after the reading):  

 
Invocation for the Homily 
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The Litany of Fervent Supplication 

Deacon: Let us say with all our soul and with all our mind, let us say: 
People: Lord, have mercy. 

 
Deacon: Lord Almighty, God of our fathers: we pray You, hear us and have 
mercy. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Deacon: Have mercy on us, God, in Your great loving kindness; we pray You, 
hear us and have mercy. 
People: Lord, have mercy. (Thrice) (Likewise after each petition) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Again we pray for our Metropolitan, His Eminence (name); for our Archbishop, 
His Eminence (name), for our Bishop, His Grace (name), for our brother 
presbyters, hieromonks and for all our brethren in Christ. 

(English)     Lord have  mercy.  x3 
(Ukrainian/Slavonic)   Hos-pod-i, pom-i-luy. x3 
(Greek)   Ky-ri-e,  ele-i-son. x3 
(Arabic)     Ya Rub-bu-rham. x3 
(Spanish)      Se-ñor,  ten  pi-e-dad. x3 
(Cherokee)     Zaga weyu he shke shday le shke. x3. 
(Romanian)    Doam-ne, mi-lu-ieș-te. x3 
(Welsh)     Ar -gl-wydd   tru-gar-ha. x3 
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Again we pray for our God-loving and God-protected country (name), for the 
Government and armed forces and for all the people; for our God-loving and 
God-protected ancestral homeland Ukraine (for all our ancestral homelands) 
and for all the people, that the Lord God help and aid them in all things and 
protect them from every enemy and adversary. 
Again we pray for the blessed and ever-memorable Orthodox Patriarchs, for the 
founders of this holy temple (in the monastery - this holy monastery) and for all 
Orthodox Christians departed this life before us, who here and elsewhere lie 
asleep in the Lord. 

Again we pray for mercy, life, peace, health, salvation, God’s visitation and the 
forgiveness and remission of sins for the servants of God, (here prayers may be 
offered for people with specific needs), and for all members of this holy temple 
– that they may be delivered from all affliction, wrath, danger, spiritual or 
physical need and that they may live in peace, good health and well-being all 
the days of their life: All- Merciful Lord hear us and have mercy. 

Additional petitions may be added here. 

Again we pray for those who bring offerings and do good works in this holy 
and all-venerable temple; for those who serve and those who sing; and for all 
the people here present, who await Your great and abundant mercy. 

Priest: Lord our God, accept this fervent supplication of Your servants, have 
mercy on us according to the multitude of Your mercies and send down Your 
bounties on us and on all your people who await the rich mercy that comes 
from You. (Ps. 102:4; Eph. 2:4) 

For You are a Merciful and Loving God and to You we give glory to the Father 
and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and to the ages of ages. 

People: Amen.  
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The Litany for the Departed 
(Not usually taken on Sundays or Great Feasts) 

Deacon: Have mercy on us, God, in Your great loving kindness: we pray You, hear us and 
have mercy. 

 
People: Lord, have mercy. (Thrice) (Likewise after each petition) 
Again we pray for the repose of the soul(s) of the departed servant(s) of God, (names) and 
that he (she, they) be pardoned all of his (her, their) sins, voluntary and involuntary. 
That the Lord God establish his (her, their) soul(s) where the righteous repose. 
For the mercies of God, the Kingdom of Heaven and for the forgiveness of his (her, their) 
sins, let us ask Christ, our Immortal King and God. 
People: Grant this, O Lord.  
Deacon: Let us pray to the Lord.  
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Priest: God of spirits and of all flesh, You have trampled down death; You have overthrown 
the devil and have given life to Your world; now give rest to the soul(s) of Your departed 
servant(s), (name(s)), in a place of light, a place of refreshment, and a place of repose where 
there is no sickness, sighing, nor sorrow. As You are a Good God Who loves mankind, 
pardon every sin, which he (she, they) has (have) committed, whether by word, deed, or 
thought, for there is no man who has not sinned. You alone are sinless, Your Righteousness is 
eternal and Your Word is Truth. 
For You are the Resurrection, the Life and the Repose of Your departed servant(s), (names), 
Christ our God and to You we give glory, together with Your Father who is without 
beginning and Your All-Holy, Good and Life-creating Spirit, now and ever and to the ages of 
ages. 
People: Amen. 
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The Litany for the Catachumens 
(Note: a catechumen is a believer preparing for Baptism/Chrismation.)   

(The priest may have the catachumens come forward during these prayers.) 
Deacon: Catechumens, pray to the Lord. 

 
People: Lord, have mercy. (Likewise after each petition) 
Let us the faithful, pray for the catechumens, that the Lord will have mercy on them. 
That He will teach them the Word of Truth. 
That He will reveal to them the Gospel of Righteousness. 
That He will unite them to His Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church. 
Help them, save them, have mercy on them and preserve them, God, by Your grace. 
Catechumens, bow your heads to the Lord. 
People: To You, O Lord. 
Priest (Prayer for the Catechumens): 
(The Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom) Lord, our God, You dwell on high and regard 
the humble of heart, You have sent forth your Only-begotten Son and God, our Lord 
Jesus Christ as the salvation of the human race: look favorably upon Your servants, 
the catechumens, who have bowed their necks before You and make them worthy in 
due time of the water of regeneration, the forgiveness of sins, and the robe of 
incorruption. Unite them to Your Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church, and number 
them among Your chosen flock. (Ps. 112:5-6; Gal. 4:4; Jn. 4:9; Titus 3:5) 
(The Liturgy of St. Basil the Great) Lord our God, You dwell in the heavens and look 
upon all Your works: Behold Your servants, the catechumens, who have bowed their 
necks before You, and grant them a light yoke. Make them honorable members of 
Your Holy Church deeming them worthy of the bath of regeneration, the forgiveness 
of sins, and the robe of incorruption, so that they may come to know You, our true 
God. 
That with us they may also glorify Your most honorable and majestic name, of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit now and ever and to the ages of ages. 
People: Amen. 
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The First Litany of the Faithful 
Deacon: Depart, all catechumens. Catechumens, depart. Depart all catechumens. Let 
none of the catechumens remain.2 Let us, the faithful, again and again, in peace, pray 
to the Lord. 

 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Deacon: Help us, save us, have mercy on us and preserve us, God, by Your grace. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Deacon: Wisdom! 
Priest (First Prayer of the Faithful): 
(The Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom) We give thanks to You, Lord God of Hosts, for 
You have made us  worthy to stand even now before Your holy altar and to bow down 
before Your compassion on account of our sins and the failings of the people. Accept 
our prayer, God, and make us worthy to offer You prayers and supplications and 
sacrifices without the shedding of blood for all Your people. Enable us, whom You 
have placed in this Your ministry by the power of Your Holy Spirit, to call upon You 
at all times and in all places without condemnation or offense but with a clear 
conscience, that hearing us, You may, in your great Goodness, be merciful to us. (Ps. 
83:9; Heb. 9:7; 1Tim. 3:9; Revelation 9.17) 
(The Liturgy of St. Basil the Great) Lord, You have shown us this great mystery of 
salvation. You have counted us, Your humble and undeserving servants, worthy to be 
ministers of Your Holy Altar. Through the Power of Your Holy Spirit, make us worthy 
for this service, so that standing without condemnation before Your Holy Glory, we 
may offer You a sacrifice of praise, for You are the One Who works all things in 
everyone. Lord, grant that our sacrifice for our own sins and for the failings of Your 
people may be acceptable and well-pleasing to You.  (Jude 24; Rom. 15:13,16;1   
Cor. 7:6; 2 Cor. 3:6; 4:1; Phyl. 4:18; Heb. 9.7; 13:15; 1Tim. 3:16) 
For to You are due all glory, honor and worship; to the Father and to the Son and to 
the Holy Spirit, now and ever and to the ages of ages. 
People: Amen. 

                                                        
2 In the early centuries, the Eucharistic ministry was often misunderstood.  At this point in the service, the 
catechumens would be led out of the sanctuary for instruction.  In modern times, parishes rarely offer 
instruction during the service and encourage the catechumens to remain for the entire service.  As a result, the 
instruction of the deacon for the catechumens to depart is often omitted or taken quietly. 
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The Second Litany of the Faithful 
Deacon: Again and again, in peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. (Likewise after each petition) 

 
(If the priest serves without a deacon, the following petitions are omitted.) 

For the peace from above and for the salvation of our souls, let us pray to the Lord. 
For the peace of the whole world, for the welfare of the Holy Churches of God and for 
the union of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
For this holy temple and for those who enter here with faith, reverence and the fear of 
God, let us pray to the Lord. 
For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger and distress, let us pray to the 
Lord. 
Help us, save us, have mercy on us and protect us, God, by Your grace. 
Deacon: Wisdom! 
Priest (Second Prayer of the Faithful): 
(The Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom) Again and again, we bow down before You, our 
Good and Loving God, and we pray to You: hear our prayer, cleanse our souls and 
bodies from every defilement of flesh and spirit, and enable us to stand before Your 
holy altar free of guilt and judgment. Grant also, God, to those who pray with us 
progress in life, faith and spiritual understanding, so that they may always worship You 
with fear and love, may partake of Your Holy Mysteries without blame or condemnation 
and may be worthy of Your Heavenly Kingdom. (3 Kings 7:28; 1 Ezdra 5:40; 2 Cor. 
7:1; 2 Thes. 1:5; Col. 1:9) 
(The Liturgy of St. Basil the Great)  O God, You behold our humble state with mercy 
and compassion. You have set us, Your humble, sinful, and unworthy servants, before 
Your Holy Altar. Strengthen us through the Power of Your Holy Spirit for  this service 
granting that we may open our mouths to express the invocation of the grace of Your 
Holy Spirit upon the gifts which we are about to set before You. (Ps. 102:4; Lk. 4:14; 
Rom. 15:13; 2 Cor. 4:1; Eph. 6:19) 
Priest: So that ever guarded by Your Might, we may give You Glory: to the Father, 
and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and to the ages. 
People: Amen. 



 25 

The Cherubic Hymn and the Great Entrance 
    (All who can should stand.)                Bortniansky 
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Priest (as the deacon censes): No one bound by worldly desires and pleasures is 
worthy to approach, draw near or minister to You, the King of Glory. To serve 
You is great and awesome event even for the heavenly powers. But because of 
Your inexpressible and immeasurable love for us, You became man without 
change or alteration. You have served as our High Priest, and as Lord of all You 
have entrusted to us the celebration of this liturgical sacrifice without the 
shedding of blood. For You alone, Lord our God, rule over all things in heaven 
and on earth, seated on the throne of the Cherubim, Lord of the Seraphim and 
King of Israel. You alone are Holy and dwell in Your heavenly sanctuary. 
Therefore, I implore You, who alone are good and ready to hear, look favorably 
upon me, Your sinful and unworthy servant, and cleanse my soul and heart from 
an evil conscience. Enable me by the power of Your Holy Spirit so that, clothed 
with the grace of the priesthood, I may stand before Your Holy Table and 
celebrate the Mystery of Your Holy and Pure Body and Precious Blood. For to 
You I come with bowed head and pray: do not turn Your face away from me nor 
reject me from among Your children; but make me, your sinful and unworthy 
servant, worthy to offer You these gifts. For You, Christ our God, are the Offerer 
and the Offered, the One who receives and who is received and unto You we 
ascribe glory, together with Your Father who is without beginning, and Your All- 
Holy, and good, and Life-giving Spirit, now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. 
Amen. (Wisdom 9:4; Is.37:15; 44:6; Ps. 23: 7-9; 24:16; 142: 7; Mt. 25: 30; Rom. 
15: 13; 2 Cor. 3:6; Titus 3:11; 2 Peter 2:11) 
Priest: Let us who mystically represent the Cherubim and who sing the Thrice-
Holy Hymn to the Life-creating Trinity, now set aside all earthly cares. 
Deacon: That we may receive the King of all Who comes invisibly escorted by 
angelic hosts. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
Deacon: Lift up, Master. 
Priest: Lift up your hands to the holy Place, and bless the Lord. 
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Commemorations at the Great Entrance 

Deacon: May the Lord God remember in His Kingdom, our Metropolitan, His 
Eminence (name); our Archbishop, His Eminence (name), our Bishop, His 
Grace (name), always, now and ever and to the ages of ages. 

Priest: May the Lord God remember in His Kingdom all Orthodox hierarchs, 
all the priestly, diaconal and monastic orders and the clergy (and lay leaders) of 
this holy church always, now and ever and to the ages of ages. 

May the Lord God remember in His Kingdom our God-Loving and God-
Protected country (name), the government and armed forces, and all the people; 
and our God-loving and God-protected ancestral homeland Ukraine, and all her 
people always, now and ever and to the ages of ages. 

May the Lord God remember in His Kingdom the honorable and ever-
memorable founders and benefactors and members of this holy temple always, 
now and ever and to the ages of ages. 

May the Lord God remember in His Kingdom you and all Orthodox Christians 
always, now and ever and to the ages of ages. 

People: Amen.  

(The Choir finishes the Cherubimic Hymn) 

The movement of the gifts from the Table of Oblation to the Holy Altar lifts 
up our minds to the coming of the Lord of Hosts Himself [and his Entrance 
into Jerusalem on Palm/Willow Sunday]. At this moment those standing in 
the church are called upon to fulfill an angelic ministry, as described in the 
Cherubim Hymn: "Let us who mystically represent the Cherubim…” The 
transfer of the gifts to the altar represents the laying of the Saviour in the 
tomb. At this point we must remember those holy things our Christ lived 
through during His Passion, so that later, at the end of the Liturgy we might 
rejoice in His Resurrection and Ascension. This is why the celebrant prays 
using the hymns from Passion Week ("The noble Joseph…”) - see below) as 
he bears the paten and cup in and places them upon the Holy Table. 

From “An Overview of the Divine Liturgy” by Fr. Michael Pomazansky 
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Deacon says to the priest: May the Lord God remember your priesthood in His 
Kingdom always now and ever, and to the ages of ages. 
Priest addresses the deacon: May the Lord God remember your deaconate in 
His Kingdom always now and ever, and to the ages of ages. 
Priest (placing the Chalice and Paten on the Holy Antymins):  
The noble Joseph took Your Most-Pure Body from the Cross; wrapping it in 
fine linen and anointing it, he placed it in a new tomb. 
In Body laying in the tomb, and in Spirit in Hades, as God You were in 
Paradise with the thief, and on the Throne with the Father and the Spirit, O 
Christ, boundless and filling all things. 
More beautiful than paradise, and more radiant than any royal chamber, Your 
tomb has shown forth, O Christ, as the Life-Giving font of our resurrection. 
The noble Joseph took Your Most-Pure Body from the Cross; wrapping it in 
fine linen and anointing it, he placed it in a new tomb. 
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Lord, do good to Zion in Your good pleasure and let the walls of Jerusalem be 
rebuilt. Then shall You be pleased with a sacrifice of righteousness, with 
offerings and whole-burnt offerings. Then they will offer calves upon Your 
altar. 
Priest: Remember me brother and concelebrant. 
Deacon: May the Lord God remember your priesthood in His Kingdom.   
Pray for me, my concelebrant. 
Priest: The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High 
will overshadow you. 
Deacon: May the same Spirit assist us in our daily life. 
Remember, me holy Master. 
Priest: May the Lord God remember you in his Kingdom, always now and ever 
and to the ages of ages. Amen. 
Deacon: Amen. 

The Litany of the Offering 
(Those who must may sit.) 

Deacon: Let us complete our prayer to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. (Likewise after each petition) 

 
For the precious gifts here set forth, let us pray to the Lord 
For this holy temple and for those who enter here with faith, reverence and the 
fear of God, let us pray to the Lord. 
For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger and distress, let us pray to 
the Lord. 
Help us, save us, have mercy on us and preserve us, God, by Your grace. 
That this whole day may be perfect, holy peaceful and sinless, let us ask of the 
Lord. 
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People: Grant this, O Lord. (Likewise after each petition) 

 
An angel of peace, a faithful guide, a guardian of our souls and bodies, let us 
ask of the Lord. 
Forgiveness and remission of our sins and transgressions, let us ask of the Lord. 
All that is good and beneficial to our souls and peace for the world, let us ask of 
the Lord. 
That we may live out our lives in peace and repentance, let us ask of the Lord. 
A Christian end to our life – painless, blameless and peaceful – and a good 
defense before the dread judgment seat of Christ, let us ask of the Lord. 
Remembering our Most Holy, Most Pure, Most Blessed and Glorious Lady, the 
Birth-Giver of God and Ever-Virgin Mary, together with all the saints, let us 
commend ourselves and one another and all our life, to Christ our God. 
People: To You, O Lord. 
Priest (Prayer of the Offering): 
(Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom) Lord God Almighty, You alone are Holy, You accept 
a sacrifice of praise from those who call on You with their whole heart: receive also 
the prayer of us sinners; lead us to Your holy altar, and enable us to bring before You 
gifts and spiritual sacrifices for our sins and for the failings of the people. Count us 
worthy of finding favor with you, so that our sacrifice may be well pleasing to you, 
and that Your Good and Gracious Spirit may rest upon us, and upon the gifts here set 
forth and upon all Your people. (Amos 4:13; Ps. 9:1; 49:14;Heb. 4:16;5:1; 9:7; 
10:29; 1 Peter 2:5 ) 
(Liturgy of St. Basil the Great) Lord our God, You have created us bringing us into 
this present life. You have shown us the way to salvation granting us the revelation of 
the Heavenly Mysteries. You have placed us in this service through the Power of the 
Holy Spirit. Therefore, Lord, may it please You that we be the servants of Your New 
Covenant, the ministers of Your Holy Mysteries. Accept us who approach Your holy 
altar according to the abundance of Your mercy, that we may be worthy to offer You 
this rational sacrifice without the shedding of blood for our sins and for the failings of 
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Your people, which You accept on Your holy, Most-Heavenly, and Ideal Altar, as an 
aroma of sweet fragrance, and send us in the return the grace of Your Holy Spirit. 
Behold us, God, and consider our worship accepting it as You accepted the gifts of 
Abel, the sacrifices of Noah, the whole-burnt offerings of Abraham, the priestly offices 
of Moses and Aaron, and the peace offerings of Samuel. Even as You accepted this 
true worship from the Holy Apostles, so also, Lord, in Your Loving-kindness, accept 
these gifts from the hands of us sinners, that having been counted worthy to 
blamelessly minister at Your Holy Altar, we may find the reward of faithful and wise 
stewards on the fearsome day of Your Just Judgment (Gen. 4:4;12:13; 1 Kings 9:15; 
Nehemiah 13:22; Hosea 9:7; Ps. 118:68; Lk.12:42; Rom. 15:13; 2Cor. 3:6; Eph. 5:2; 
Heb. 9:7; 1 Tim. 1:12 ) 
Priest: Through the bounties of your Only-begotten Son, with Whom You are 
blessed, together with Your All-holy, good and Life-creating Spirit, now and 
ever and to the ages of ages. 
People: Amen. 
Priest: Peace be with you all. 

 
People: And with Your Spirit. 
Deacon: Let us love one another so that with one mind we may confess: 
People: The Father, Son and Holy Spirit, the Trinity, One-in-Essence and 
Undivided. 
Priest (silently): I will love You, O Lord, my strength: the Lord is my firm 
foundation, my refuge, and my deliverer. (Thrice, w/bows) (Ps. 17: 2-3). 
Priest: Christ is in our midst!  
People: He is and always shall be! 
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Deacon: The Doors! Guard the Doors! In wisdom, let us be attentive. 

The Symbol of Faith 

People (all who can should stand as they say or sing together): 

I believe in One God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and 
earth and of all things visible and invisible. 

And in One Lord, Jesus Christ, the Only-Begotten Son of God, 
begotten of the Father before all ages. 

Light of Light, true God of true God, begotten, not created, being of 
one essence with the Father, by Whom all things were made. 

Who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became 
Man; 

Who was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate and suffered and was 
buried; 

And on the third day He rose from the dead in accordance with the 
Scriptures; 

And ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father; 

And he will come again with glory to judge the living and the dead; 
and His Kingdom will have no end. 

And in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Giver of Life, Who proceeds 
from the Father, Who together with the Father and the Son is 
worshiped and glorified, Who spoke through the prophets. 

In One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church. 

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins. 

I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the age to come. 
Amen. 
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The Anaphora 

(Prayer of St. John Chrysostom; for that of St. Basil, skip to end; all who can 
should remain standing in solemn attention.) 

Deacon: Let us stand aright. Let us stand in fear. Let us be attentive, that we 
may present the holy offering in peace. 

People: A mercy of peace, a sacrifice of praise. 

 

Priest: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the Love of God the Father and 
the Communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

People: And with your spirit. 

 

Priest: Let us lift up our hearts.  

People: We lift them up to the Lord.  
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Priest: Let us give thanks to the Lord. 

People:  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Priest: It is right, in truth, to sing to You, to bless You, to praise You, to thank 
You, and to worship You in all places of Your dominion; for You are God 
Ineffable, Inconceivable, Invisible, Incomprehensible existing forever, ever the 
same - You and Your Only-begotten Son and Your Holy Spirit. You brought us 
out of nothing into being, and when we fell, You raised us up again and did not 
cease doing everything until You  led us to Heaven and granted us Your 
Kingdom to come. 

For all these things we thank You and Your only begotten Son and Your Holy 
Spirit: for all things that we know and do not know, for blessings manifest and 
hidden that have been granted to us. We also thank You for this liturgy which 
you are pleased to accept from our hands, even though You are surrounded by 
thousands of Archangels, by tens of thousands of Angels, and by the Cherubim 
and the Seraphim - six- winged, many eyed – soaring on their wings: (Wisdom 
1:14; Ez. 1:7; Daniel 7:10; Is. 6:2; Ps. 102: 22; 2 Thes. 1:3; Heb. 12:22; Rev. 
4:8) 
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Singing the triumphant hymn, proclaiming, crying out and saying: 

People:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Priest: With these blessed Powers, we too, Loving Master, cry out and say: 
Holy are You, and Most Holy – You and Your Only-begotten Son and Your Holy 
Spirit. Holy are You, and Most Holy, and magnificent is Your Glory. You so 
loved Your world that You gave Your Only-begotten Son, that whoever believes 
in Him should not perish, but have eternal life. Having come and fulfilled all 
the Divine plan for us, on the night He was given up – or rather when he gave 
himself up for the life of the world – He took bread in His Holy, Pure and 
Blameless Hands; giving thanks and praise, sanctifying it and breaking it, He 
gave it to His holy Disciples and Apostles, saying: (Mk. 14: 22; Mt. 26: 26; Lk. 
22:19; Jn. 3:16; 1Cor. 11:23; 2 Peter 1:17) 
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Take, eat, this is My Body which is broken for you for the remission of sins. 
People: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
Priest: Likewise after supper He took the cup, saying:  
Drink of this all of you: This is My Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed 
for you and for many, for the remission of sins. 
People: Amen. 
Priest: Remembering, therefore, this saving commandment, and all that came 
to pass for our sake – the Cross, the Tomb, the Resurrection on the Third Day, 
the Ascension into Heaven, the Enthronement at the Father’s Right Hand, the 
Second and Glorious Coming: 
Your own of Your own, we offer to You on behalf of all and for all. 
People:  
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Priest: Again we offer to You this rational and bloodless worship and we call upon 
You and pray to You and supplicate You: send down Your Holy Spirit upon us and 
upon these Gifts set forth before You. 
Priest & Deacon: O, God, cleanse me, a sinner, and have mercy on me. (Thrice). 
Priest: O, Lord, at the third hour, You sent Your Holy Spirit upon Your Apostles. Do 
not take Him away from us now, O Merciful One, but renew Him in us, who pray to 
You. 
Deacon: Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me. 
Priest: O, Lord, at the third hour, You sent Your Holy Spirit upon Your Apostles. Do 
not take Him away from us now, O Merciful One, but renew Him in us, who pray to 
You. 
Deacon: Cast me not away from Your presence, and take not Your Holy Spirit from 
me. 
Priest: O, Lord, at the third hour, You sent Your Holy Spirit upon Your Apostles. Do 
not take Him away from us now, O Merciful One, but renew Him in us, who pray to 
You. 
Deacon: Bless Master this Holy Bread. 
Priest: And make this Bread the Precious Body of Your Christ. 
Deacon: Amen. Bless Master this Holy Chalice. 
Priest: And make that which is in this Chalice the Precious Blood of Your Christ. 
Deacon: Amen. Bless them both, Master. 
Priest: Having Changed them by Your Holy Spirit. (1 Cor. 11:34; 2 Cor. 13:14; Heb. 
12:23) 
Deacon: Amen. Amen. Amen. Remember me, a sinner. 
Priest: May the Lord God remember you in His Kingdom, always now and ever and 
to the ages of ages. 
Deacon: Amen. 
Priest: So that, to those who partake of them, they may bring vigilance of soul, 
forgiveness of sins, the communion of Your Holy Spirit, the fulfillment of the Kingdom 
of Heaven and boldness before You, but not judgment nor condemnation. Again we 
offer to You this spiritual worship for those who have gone to their rest in the Faith; 
the fore-fathers, fathers, patriarchs, prophets, apostles, preachers, evangelists, 
martyrs, confessors, ascetics and for every righteous spirit who has completed this life 
in faith. 
Especially for our Most Holy, Most Pure, Most Blessed and Glorious Lady, the Birth-
Giver of God and Ever-Virgin Mary. 

(Consult the Festal Propers for the Feasts of the Lord and Birth-Giver of God.) 
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People (singing): 
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Priest: And for St. John the Prophet, Forerunner, and Baptizer; for the Holy, Glorious, and 
All-Praised Apostles; for Saint(s) (N), whom we commemorate today; and for all Your saints, 
at whose supplications watch over us, God. 
Remember also all who have fallen asleep in the hope of resurrection to eternal life; (here 
the priest commemorates the names of the departed) and grant them rest, our God, where the 
Light of Your Countenance shines. 
Again, we ask You, Lord, remember all Orthodox bishops who rightly teach the Word of Your 
Truth, all the presbyters, the deacons in Christ, and every priestly order. 
We also offer You this spiritual worship for the whole world, for the Holy, Catholic, and 
Apostolic Church, and for all those who live in purity and holiness. And for those in public 
service; permit them, Lord, to serve and govern in peace, that in their tranquility we may 
lead a calm and quiet life, in all Godliness and purity. (Ps. 4:7; Rom. 7:1; 1 Tim. 2:2; 2 Tim. 
2:15) 
Among the first, Lord, remember our Metropolitan, His Eminence (name); our 
Archbishop, His Eminence (name), our Bishop, His Grace (name), grant that 
they may serve Your Holy Churches in peace. Keep them in safety, honor and 
good health, for many years rightly teaching the Word of Your Truth. 

 
People: And all mankind (and everything – this if there is a deacon). 
Priest: Remember, Lord, the city in which we live, every city (town or monastery) and 
community, and the faithful who live in them. Remember, Lord, all travelers, the sick, the 
suffering and captives, and grant them salvation. Remember, Lord, those who bring offerings 
and do good works in Your Holy Churches and who care for the needy and send Your 
mercies upon us all. (Acts 4:32; Rom. 15:6) 
And grant that with one voice and one heart we may glorify and praise Your 
most honorable and majestic Name: of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, now and ever and to the ages of ages. 
People: Amen. 
Priest: And may the mercies of our Great God and Savior Jesus Christ be with 
all of you. (Phil. 4:9; 2Tim. 4:22) 
People: And with your spirit. (Those who must may sit.) 
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The Litany before the Lord’s Prayer 
Deacon: Having commemorated all the saints, again and again in peace, let us 
pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. (Likewise after each petition) 

 
Deacon: For the precious Gifts offered and sanctified, let us pray to the Lord. 
That our loving God Who has received them at His holy, heavenly and noetic 
altar as a fragrant spiritual offering, may in return send upon us Divine Grace 
and the Gift of the Holy Spirit, let us pray to the Lord. 
For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger and distress, let us pray to 
the Lord. 
Help us, save us, have mercy on us and protect us, God, by Your Grace. 
That this whole day be perfect, holy, peaceful and sinless, let us ask of the Lord. 
People: Grant this, O Lord. (Likewise after each petition) 
An angel of peace, a faithful guide, a guardian of our souls and bodies, let us 
ask of the Lord. 
Forgiveness and remission of our sins and transgressions, let us ask of the Lord. 
All that is good and beneficial to our souls and peace for the world, let us ask of 
the Lord. 
That we may live out our lives in peace and repentance, let us ask of the Lord. 
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A Christian end to our life – painless, blameless and peaceful – and a good 
defense before the dread judgment seat of Christ, let us ask of the Lord. 
Having asked for the unity of faith and for the communion of the Holy Spirit, 
let us commend ourselves and one another and all our life, to Christ our God. 
People: To You, O Lord. 
Priest (Prayer before the Lord’s Prayer): 
(Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom) We commend to You, Loving Master, our whole life 
and hope and we ask, pray, and entreat You: make us worthy to partake of Your 
Heavenly and awesome Mysteries at this sacred and spiritual table with a clear 
conscience: for the forgiveness of sins, pardon of transgressions, the communion of 
the Holy Spirit, the inheritance of the Kingdom of Heaven and for boldness before 
You, but not for judgment nor condemnation. (1 Cor. 11:34; 2 Cor. 13:13; 1 John 
3:21) 
(Liturgy of St. Basil the Great) Our God, the God of Salvation, teach us how we may 
worthily give thanks to You for the benefits You have given us. Our God Who accepts 
these gifts, purify us from every pollution of flesh and spirit, teaching us how to attain 
perfect holiness in fear of You, that we, in the witness of a pure conscience, may be 
made one with the Holy Body and Blood of Your Christ by receiving a portion of Your 
Holy Things. And grant that having received them worthily, we may have Christ 
dwelling in our hearts and may become temples of Your Holy Spirit. Yes, Our God, 
make none of us blameworthy because of these Your awesome and heavenly 
Mysteries, or infirm in soul or body by partaking unworthily of them. 
But, grant, Lord, that we may worthily receive a portion of Your Holy Things even to 
our final breath as a provision on the way to life eternal, as an acceptable defense at 
the fearsome Judgment-Seat of Your Christ, that we also, together with all the saints 
who in all ages have been well pleasing to You, may be made partakers of Your 
eternal good things which You have prepared for those who love You. (Ps. 67:21; 1 
Cor. 2:9; 6:19; 11:27, 30; 2 Cor. 2:1; 5:10; 7:1; Eph. 3:17; Revelation 16:7) 
Priest: And count us worthy, Master, with boldness and without condemnation, 
to dare call upon You, the Heavenly God, as Father and to say: 
People (spoken):  
Our Father Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread 
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the Evil One. 
Priest: For Thine is the Kingdom and the Power and the Glory, of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, now and ever and to the ages of ages. 
People: Amen. 
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Priest: Peace be with you all. 
People: And with your spirit. 
Deacon: Let us bow our heads to the Lord. 
People: To You, O Lord. 
Priest (Prayer at the Bowing of the Heads): 
(Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom) We give thanks to You, Invisible King: in Your 
infinite power You created all things and in the abundance of Your mercy You 
brought all things out of nothing into being. Look down from  heaven, Master,  
upon those who have bowed their heads to you. They have bowed not to mortal 
flesh and blood but to You, the Awesome God. Therefore, Master, You Yourself 
distribute these gifts here set forth to all of us for our good, according to the 
individual need of each: travel with those who travel by land, sea and air and 
heal the sick, Physician of our souls and bodies. (Wisdom 1:14; Ps. 79: 15; Rom. 
8: 28; 1 Tim. 1:17) 
(Liturgy of St. Basil the Great) Master, Lord, Father of Compassion, and God of 
all Comfort: Bless, sanctify, guard, fortify, and empower those who have bowed 
their  heads to You. Remove every evil work from them and deem them worthy 
without condemnation to partake of these Your Undefiled and Life-Creating 
Mysteries for the forgiveness of their sins and for communion in the Holy Spirit. 
(2 Cor. 1:3; 13:13; Col. 1:10; 2 Tim. 4:18; Mt. 27:28) 
 Through the grace, mercy and love for mankind of Your Only-begotten Son, 
with Whom You are blessed, together with your All-holy, Good and Life-
creating Spirit, now and ever and to the ages of ages. 
People: Amen. 
Priest:  Lord Jesus Christ, our God, hear us from Your holy dwelling place, from 
the Throne of the Glory of Your kingdom and come to sanctify us. Though 
enthroned on high with the Father, You are also invisibly present among us; 
grant that Your Pure Body and precious Blood be given to us by Your own Mighty 
Hand and through us to all Your people (Deut. 9:26; 3 Kings 8:39; Daniel 9:18) 
O God, be merciful to me a sinner. (Thrice) 
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Deacon: Let us be attentive. 
Priest: The Holy Gifts for the holy. 

(All who can should remain standing throughout communion until the end of 
the service.) 

People (singing):  
One is Holy, One is Lord, Jesus Christ, to the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

The people then sing the Communion Verse of the day, feast or saint. 
Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest. Alleluia, Alleluia, 
Alleluia. 
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Prayer before Holy Communion 
(This is sometimes said immediately after the communion hymn.) 

I believe, Lord and I confess that you are truly the Christ, the Son of the living 
God, Who came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am first. I believe also 
that this is truly Your Most-Pure Body and that this is truly Your Precious Blood. 
Therefore, I pray to You: have mercy on me and forgive my transgressions – both 
voluntary and involuntary, of word and of deed, committed in knowledge and in 
ignorance and make me worthy to partake without condemnation of Your most 
pure Mysteries for the remission of sins and for life eternal. Amen. 
Of Your Mystical Supper, Son of God, receive me today as a communicant. I will 
not speak of your mystery to your enemies, neither like Judas will I give You a 
kiss; but like the Thief will I confess to You: “Remember me, Lord, in Your 
Kingdom.” 
May the communion of Your Holy Mysteries, Lord, be neither to my judgment 
nor condemnation but to the healing of soul and body. Amen. 

+ + + 
 
Deacon: Break, Master, the Holy Bread. 
Priest: The Lamb of God is broken and distributed; broken but not divided. He is 
forever eaten yet is never consumed, but He sanctifies those who partake of Him. 
Deacon: Fill, Master the Holy Chalice. 
Priest: The fullness of the Holy Spirit. 
Deacon: Amen. Bless, Master, the warm water. 
Priest: Blessed is the fervor of Your Holy Ones, now and ever and to the ages of ages. 
Deacon: Amen. The warmth of the Faith, full of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
Priest: Deacon, approach. 
Deacon: Behold, I approach our Immortal King and God; Master, give me the Most 
Holy and Precious Body of our Lord and God Jesus Christ. 
Priest: The servant of God, Deacon (name) receives the Most Holy and Precious 
Body of our Lord and God and Savior Jesus Christ for remission of his sins and life 
everlasting. 
Priest: The Most Pure and Precious Body of our Lord and God and Savior Jesus 
Christ is given to me an unworthy priest (name) for remission of my sins and life 
everlasting. 
Priest: The Most Pure and Precious Blood of our Lord and God and Savior Jesus 
Christ is given to me an unworthy priest (name) for remission of my sins and life 
everlasting. 
Lo, this has touched my lips, and shall take away my iniquities, and wash away my 
sins. 
Deacon, approach. 
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Deacon: Behold, I approach our Immortal King and God; Master, give me the Most 
Holy and Precious Blood of our Lord and God Jesus Christ. 
Priest: The servant of God, Deacon (name) receives the Most Pure and Precious 
Blood of our Lord and God and Savior Jesus Christ for remission of his sins and life 
everlasting. 
Lo, this has touched your lips, and shall take away your iniquities, and purge away 
your sins. 
Having beheld the Resurrection of Christ, let us worship the Holy Lord Jesus, the 
Only Sinless One. We venerate Your Cross, O Christ, and we praise and glorify Your 
holy Resurrection. You are our God: we know no other than You, and we call upon 
Your Holy Name. Come, all you faithful, let us venerate the holy Resurrection of 
Christ. For, behold, through the Cross joy has come to all the world. Ever blessing 
the Lord, let us praise His Resurrection. For, enduring the Cross for us, He destroyed 
death by death. 
“Shine, Shine, O New Jerusalem, for the Glory of the Lord has shone on you. Exult 
now and be glad, O Zion and rejoice, Pure Birth-Giver of God, in the Resurrection of 
Your Son.” 
O Christ, the Great and Most-Holy Pascha! O Wisdom and Word of God! O Mighty 
One! Account us worthy of entering into a deeper union with You on the never-ending 
day of Your Kingdom. 

Deacon: With fear of God and with faith (and love) draw near. 
People (singing): Blessed is He Who comes in the Name of the Lord. God is 
the Lord and has revealed Himself to us. 

 
+++ 

Having prepared themselves through prayer and fasting, Communicants come 
forward quietly and reverently with hands folded over their chest (right over left) 
and individually approach the chalice, saying their name as they do. Then,  
having partaken, they gently kiss the chalice and, if desired, have some antidoran 
bread and wine to fortify them at the end of their fast. This antidoran may be 
taken to share with those who were not able to partake. 

+++ 
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Priest (While distributing Holy Gifts): The servant/handmaid of God (name) 
receives the Most Holy and Precious Body and Blood of our Lord and God 
Jesus Christ for remission of his/her sins and unto life everlasting. 
People (singing): Receive the Body of Christ; taste the Fountain of 
Immortality. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

  
Deacon (After Communion, putting all the commemorations from the paten 
into the Chalice): Wash away, O Lord, the sins of all those here 
commemorated, by the precious Blood: through the prayers of Your saints. 
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Priest: God, save Your people and bless Your inheritance. 
People (singing): We have seen the True Light, we have received the Heavenly 
Spirit, we have found the true faith, worshipping the Undivided Trinity, Who 
has saved us. 

Priest: Be exalted, O God, above the heavens, and Your glory above all the 
earth (thrice, censing Gifts).   
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Priest: Blessed is our God. Always, now and ever and to the ages of ages. 
People (singing): Amen.  
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The Litany of Thanksgiving 
Deacon: Let us stand aright. Having partaken of the Divine, Holy, Most Pure, 
Immortal, Heavenly, Life-Creating and awesome Mysteries of Christ, let us 
worthily give thanks to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. (Likewise after each petition) 

 
Help us, save us, have mercy on us and preserve us, God, by Your grace. 
Having asked for a perfect, holy, peaceful and sinless day, let us commend 
ourselves, one another and all our life, to Christ our God. 
People: To You, O Lord. 
Priest: 
(Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom) We thank You, Loving Master, Benefactor of our souls, 
that today You have made us worthy (to partake) once again of Your heavenly and immortal 
Mysteries. Make straight our path, keep us steadfast in Your fear, guard our lives and make 
safe our every step: through the prayers and supplications of the glorious Birth-Giver of 
God and Ever Virgin Mary and of all Your saints. (Prov. 3:6; Ps.16:5) 
(Liturgy of St. Basil the Great) We thank You, O Lord our God, for the participation in 
Your Holy,  Most Pure, Immortal and Heavenly mysteries, which You have granted us for 
the good and sanctification and healing of our souls and bodies. Do You, O Master of all, 
grant that the communion of the Holy Body and Blood of Your Christ may be to us for a 
faith unashamed, a love unfeigned, an increase of wisdom, the healing of soul and body, 
the repelling of every adversary, the observing of Your commandments, and an acceptable 
defense at the dread judgment seat of Your Christ. (Act. 1:16; Rom. 12:9; 1 Cor. 10:16; 
Revelation 11:17) 
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For You are our sanctification and to You we give glory: to the Father and to 
the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and to the ages of ages. 
People: Amen. 
Priest: Let us depart in peace.  
People: In the Name of the Lord.  
Deacon: Let us pray to the Lord.  
People: Lord, have mercy. 

The Prayer before the Amvon 
Priest: Lord, bless those who bless You and sanctify those who trust in You. 
Save Your people and bless Your inheritance. Protect the fullness of Your 
Church. Sanctify those who love the beauty of Your house, glorifying them in 
return by Your divine power and do not forsake us who hope in You. Grant peace 
to Your world, to Your Churches, to Your priests, to those in public service, to 
our God-loving and God- protected country (name) and to our God-loving and 
God-protected ancestral homeland Ukraine, to the members of this holy temple 
and to all Your people; for every good and perfect gift is from above, coming 
down from You, the Father of Lights and to You we give glory, thanksgiving and 
worship: to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and to 
the ages of ages. 
People (sung): Amen.  
Blessed be the Name of the Lord, henceforth and forevermore. (Thrice) 
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Priest: 
(Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom) Christ our God, You are the fulfillment of the Law and the 
Prophets. You have fulfilled all the Divine plan of the Father. Fill our hearts with joy and 
gladness always, now and ever, and to the ages of ages. Amen. (Rom. 13:10) 
(Liturgy of St. Basil the Great) Christ our God, completed and perfect, so far as in our 
power, is all the Mystery of Your Divine Plan. For we had the memorial of Your Death, we 
have seen the image of Your Resurrection, we have been filled with Your inexhaustible 
bounty, of which be pleased to also deem us all worthy in the age to come. Through the grace 
of Your Father without beginning, and Your Holy, Good and Life-Creating Spirit, now and 
ever and to the ages of ages. Amen. 
May the blessing of the Lord be upon You, by His Grace and Love for 
mankind, always, now and ever and to the ages of ages. 
People: Amen. 
Priest: Glory to You Christ our God and our Hope, Glory to You! 

 
Priest: May Christ our True God (on Sunday: Who is risen from the dead), 
through the intercessions of His Most Pure Mother; … and of all the saints, 
have mercy on us and save us, for He is Good and the Lover of all mankind. 
People: Amen. 
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The Anaphora 
(Eucharistic Prayer of St. Basil the Great) 

Deacon: Let us stand aright. Let us stand in fear. Let us be attentive, that we 
may present the holy offering in peace. 
People: A mercy of peace, a sacrifice of praise. 
Priest: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the Love of God the Father 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
People: And with your spirit. Priest: Let us lift up our hearts. People: We 
lift them up to the Lord. 
Priest: Let us give thanks to the Lord. 
People: It is right in truth, to worship the Father and the Son and the Holy 
Spirit: the Trinity, One in Essence and Undivided. 
Priest: It is truly proper, right, and befitting the magnificence of Your Holiness, 
that we should praise You, give thanks to You, and glorify You, the Only Truly 
Existing God, the One Who Is, the Master, Lord, God, and Worshipped Father 
Almighty, and offer You with contrite hearts and humble spirits this our 
spiritual worship. For You have graced us with the knowledge of Your Truth. 
And who is worthy to speak of Your mighty acts, to chant all the  praises You 
deserve, or to proclaim all your wonders at all times? Master of all, Lord of 
heaven and earth, and of all visible and invisible creation: You sit on the Throne 
of Glory gazing upon the abyss. You are without beginning, invisible, 
incomprehensible, uncircumscribed, immutable, and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. He is our Great God and Savior, our Hope and Image of Your Goodness, 
the Seal Bearing the Perfect Likeness Who reveals You, the Father, in Himself, 
the  Living Word, the True God, Wisdom before the ages, Life, Sanctification, 
Power, and the true Light through Whom the Spirit has been revealed: The 
Spirit of truth, the Gift of Adoption, the Pledge of an Inheritance to Come, the 
First-Fruits of Eternal Good Things, the Life-Creating Power, the Fountain of 
Sanctification through Whom every rational and intelligent creature is enabled 
to worship You, sending You everlasting glorification, for all things are Your 
servants. Yes, the Archangels. Angels, Thrones, Dominions, Principalities, 
Authorities, Powers, and the many-eyed Cherubim praise You. The Seraphim 
surround You, each has six wings: With two they cover their faces, with two 
their feet, and with two they fly, calling to one another continuously with never-
ceasing glorifications. (Wisdom 7:26; Daniel 3:39, 54, 59; Jeremiah 1:6; Job 
5:8; Ez. 10:20; Isaiah 6:2; Ps. 25:7;33:1; 105:2; 114:5; 118:91; Mt. 11:  25; Jn. 
1:9; 14:6, 8,17; Rom. 8:15, 23; 12:1;  1 Cor. 1:24, 30; 2 Cor. 1:3; Col. 1:16; 2 
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Thes. 1:3; Eph. 1:14; Heb. 10:26; 1 Tim.  1:1; Titus   2:13;   1 John 5:20; 1 
Peter 3:22 ) 
Priest: Singing the triumphant hymn, proclaiming, crying out and saying: 
People: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord of Sabaoth, Heaven and earth are filled with 
Your glory. Hosanna in the highest! Blessed is He Who comes in the name of 
the Lord. Hosanna in the highest! 
Priest: Master and Lover of Mankind, with these Blessed Powers we sinners 
also cry out saying: Truly You are Holy and All-Holy, there is no measure to 
the magnificence of Your Holiness. And Holy are You in all Your works, for in 
righteousness and true judgment You have brought about all things for us. O 
God, when You had fashioned mankind, taking dust from the earth, and had 
honored them with Your Image, You set them in a paradise of plenty promising 
immortal life and the enjoyment of eternal good things in the observance of 
Your Commandments. But, when they disobeyed You, the True God Who had 
created them, and were led astray by the serpent being slain by their own 
trespasses, You banished them from paradise into this world in Your righteous 
judgment, O God, and turned them back to the earth from which they were 
taken, dispensing salvation for them through regeneration which is in Christ 
Himself. 
 Yet You did not turn away until the end from the creatures which You had 
made, Good One, and neither did You forget the work of your Hands, but You 
watched over them in many ways through Your tenderhearted mercy. You sent 
forth prophets. You performed mighty works through the saints who In every 
generation have been well- pleasing to You. You spoke to us through the 
mouths of Your servants, the prophets who foretold to us the salvation which 
was to come. You gave the Law as an aid and You appointed angels as 
guardians. And when the fullness of time had come, You spoke to us through 
Your Son Himself through Whom You made the ages. Being the brightness of 
Your Glory, the express likeness of Your entity, and upholding everything by 
the Word of His Power, He deemed it not robbery to be equal to You, God and 
Father. But, although he was God before the ages, yet he appeared on earth and 
lived with humans. And He was Incarnate of a Holy Virgin, by emptying 
Himself and taking on the form of a servant, becoming conformed to the 
humility of our body that he might conform us to the image of His Glory. For 
since by humanity sin entered the world and by sin Death, so Your Only-
Begotten Son, Who is In Your Bosom, God and Father, was well pleased to be 
born of a woman, the Holy Birth-Giver of God and Ever-Virgin Mary. He was 
born under the Law that He might condemn sin in His Flesh, that they who 
were dead in Adam might be made alive in Your Christ Himself. 
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And becoming a citizen in this world giving ordinances of salvation, He 
removed the delusion of idols bringing us to a knowledge of You, the true God 
and Father, having acquired us for Himself as His own People, a Royal 
Priesthood, and a Holy nation. And being purified with water and sanctified by 
the Holy Spirit, He gave Himself as a ransom to Death, by which we were held 
captive being sold under sin. And having descended into the abyss through the 
Cross that He might fill all things with Himself, He loosed the pains of Death 
being raised again from the dead on the third day making a path for all flesh to 
resurrection from the dead - for it was not possible that the Originator of Life 
should be constrained by corruption - that He might be the First-Fruits of those 
who have fallen asleep and the First-Born from the Dead, that He might be all, 
being first in all. And ascending into Heaven, He sat at the Right Hand of Your 
Majesty on High, and He shall return to render to everyone according to their 
works. 
And He has left with us as remembrances of His saving Passion these things 
which we have set forth according to His command. For when He was about to 
go to His voluntary, celebrated, and life-creating death, on the night in which 
He gave Himself up for the Life of the world, He took bread into His Holy and 
Undefiled Hands, and when He had shown it to You, God and Father, given 
thanks, blessed, sanctified, and broken it: (Genesis 2:7; 3:19, 23; Baruch 3:27; 
Daniel 3:28; Job 38:14; Esther 9:27; Isaiah 8:20; Ps. 114: 5, 14; 137:8; Mr. 
14:22; Mt. 16:26; Lk. 1: 70, 78; Jn 1:18; 17:3; Acts 2:24; 3:15; Rom. 2:6; 5:12; 
8:29; 7: 3, 6, 14; 15:16; 1 Cor. 11:23; 15: 4, 20, 22; Col.1:10, 18; Gal. 4:4; Phil. 
2:6,7; 3:21; Eph. 4:10; 5: 26; Heb. 1:1-3; Titus 2:14, 24; 1 Peter 2:9 ) 
Priest: He gave it to His Holy Disciples and Apostles, saying: Take, eat, this is 
My Body which is broken for you for the forgiveness of sins. 
People: Amen. 
Priest: Likewise, having also taken, mixed, given thanks, blessed, and 
sanctified the cup of the fruit of the vine: He gave it to His Holy Disciples and 
Apostles, saying: Drink of this, all of you: this is My Blood of the New 
Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
People: Amen. 
Priest: Do this in remembrance of Me, for as often as you shall eat this bread 
and drink of this Cup, you proclaim My Death and profess My Resurrection. 
Therefore, Master, we also remembering His Saving passion and Life- Creating 
Cross, His Three-Day Burial and Resurrection from the Dead, His Ascension 
into Heaven and Sitting at Your Right Hand, God and Father, and His Glorious 
and Fearsome Second Coming: 
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Your own of Your own, we offer You on behalf of all and for all. 
People: We praise You, we bless You, we give thanks to You, Lord,  and we 
pray to You, our God. 
Priest: Because of this, O All-Holy Master, we also Your sinful and unworthy 
servants, whom You have made worthy to minister at Your Holy Altar, not 
through our own righteousness, for we have done nothing good upon the earth, 
but because of Your mercies and compassion, which You have richly poured 
out upon us, dare to draw near to Your Holy Altar, and, presenting to you the 
antitypes of the Holy Body and Blood of Your Christ, we pray to You and call 
upon  You, O Holy of Holies, by the favour of Your goodness, that Your Holy 
Spirit may come upon us and upon these Gifts here set forth, and bless them 
and hallow them, and show… 
Priest & Deacon: O, God, cleanse me, a sinner, and have mercy on me. 
(Thrice). 
Priest: O, Lord, at the third hour, You sent Your Holy Spirit upon Your 
Apostles. Do not take Him away from us now, O Merciful One, but renew Him 
in us, who pray to You. 
Deacon: Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within 
me. 
Priest: O, Lord, at the third hour, You sent Your Holy Spirit upon Your 
Apostles. Do not take Him away from us now, O Merciful One, but renew Him 
in us, who pray to You. 
Deacon: Cast me not away from Your presence, and take not Your Holy Spirit 
from me. 
Priest: O, Lord, at the third hour, You sent Your Holy Spirit upon Your 
Apostles. Do not take Him away from us now, O Merciful One, but renew Him 
in us, who pray to You. 
Deacon: Bless, master, the Holy Bread. 
Priest: This bread is in truth the precious Body of our Lord and God and 
Savior, Jesus Christ. 
Deacon: Amen. Bless, master, the holy cup. 
Priest: And this cup is in truth the precious Blood of our Lord and God and 
Savior, Jesus Christ. 
Deacon: Amen. 
Priest: Which was shed for the life of the world and its salvation. 
Deacon: Amen. Bless both, master. 
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Priest: Having changed them by Your Holy Spirit. 
Deacon: Amen. Amen. Amen. Remember me a sinner, holy master. 
Priest: May the Lord God remember you in His Kingdom always, now and 
ever and unto the ages of ages. 
Deacon: Amen. 
Priest: And unite all of us who partake of the one bread and one cup in the 
communion of the Holy Spirit. And grant that not one of us may partake of that 
Holy Body and Blood of Your Christ to our judgment or condemnation, but that 
we may find mercy and grace with all the saints who have acceptable to You 
throughout the ages: Our forefathers, fathers, patriarchs, prophets, apostles, 
preachers, evangelists, martyrs, confessors, ascetics, and for every righteous 
spirit who has completed this life in faith. 
Especially with our Most Holy, Most Pure, Most Blessed and Glorious Lady, 
the Birth-Giver of God and Ever Virgin Mary. 
People: All of creation rejoices in you, Lady, Full of Grace, the assembly of 
angels and the human race, Sanctified Temple and Spiritual Paradise, the Glory 
of Virgins, from whom God was incarnate and became a Child – our God 
before the ages. He made your body into a throne, and your womb more 
spacious than the heavens. All of creation rejoices in You, Lady Full of Grace. 
Glory to you! 
Priest: Lord, remember every Orthodox bishop rightly teaching the Word of 
Your Truth. 
Lord, remember according to the multitude of Your compassion, my 
unworthiness. Attend to my every voluntary and involuntary offense, and do not 
withhold because of my sins the grace of Your Holy Spirit from these Gifts set 
forth here. 
Lord, remember the priesthood, the diaconate in Christ, and every priestly order 
not putting to confusion any one of us who stand about Your holy altar. Lord, 
consider us in Your Loving-Kindness. Manifest Yourself to us in Your 
abundant compassion. Grant us temperate and prosperous seasons giving 
peaceful showers on the earth for fruitfulness. Bless the entirety of the year in 
Your Loving-Kindness. Bring and end to divisions in the Church. Subdue the 
ragings of the nations. Speedily destroy, by the Power of Your Holy Spirit, 
uprisings of heresies. receive us all into Your Kingdom, showing us to be 
children of the Light and of the day, and grant us Your peace and love, Lord our 
God, for all things You have given us. (Is. 26:12; Ps. 2:1; 25:6; 50:3; 64:12; 
105:4; Rom. 15:13; 1 Thes. 5:5; 2 Tim. 2:15 ) 
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Among the first, Lord, remember our Metropolitan, His Eminence (name); our 
Archbishop, His Eminence (name), our Bishop, His Grace (name): grant that 
they may serve Your Holy Churches in peace. Keep them in safety, honor and 
good health, for many years rightly teaching the Word of Your Truth. 
People: And all mankind and everything. 
Priest: With the Holy Prophet, Forerunner, and Baptizer, John, the Holy, 
Glorious, and All-Praised Apostles, Holy (Names), whose memory we 
celebrate, and all Your Saints, through whose supplications You look upon us, 
O God. And remember all those who have fallen asleep before this in the hope 
of resurrection to life eternal. For the repose and forgiveness of the soul of Your 
servant(s), (the priest commemorates the names of the deceased), in a place of 
light in which sorrow and sighing have fled. Grant them rest, Our God, where 
the light of Your countenance watches over them. 
And again we pray to You, Lord, remember the Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic 
Church which extends from one end of the earth to the other, and give peace to 
Her Whom You have purchased with the Precious Blood of Your Christ, and 
establish this holy temple until the end of the age. Lord, remember those who 
have offered You these Gifts, those for whom and through whom, and to those 
ends for which they are offered. Lord, remember those who bear fruit and do 
good works in Your Holy Churches, and those who remember the needy: Grant 
them Your rich and heavenly gifts. Grant them heavenly things for earthly 
things, eternal things for temporal things, and incorruptible things for 
corruptible things. Lord, remember those in the deserts, the mountains, and in 
the caverns and pits of the earth. Lord, remember all those who continue in 
virginity, purity, in ascetism, and a sober way of life. 
Lord, remember the civil authorities of our country and all in public service. 
Grant them peaceful times that we also being in their tranquility, may lead calm 
and quiet lives in all piety and sobriety. In Your Goodness, guard those who are 
good. And in Your Loving- Kindness make those who are evil good. Lord, 
remember the people present here, those who are absent for a good cause, and 
have mercy on them and on us according to the abundance of Your mercies. Fill 
their storehouses with every good thing. Guard their marriages in peace and 
oneness of mind. Nourish the infants, train the youth, support the aged, 
encourage the faint-hearted, gather together the scattered, lead back those who 
wander astray, and unite them to Your Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church. 
Free those who are troubled by unclean spirits, travel with those who journey 
by land, sea, or air. Protect widows, defend orphans, deliver captives, and heal 
the sick. And remember, O God, those who stand in trial, in mines, in exile, in 
prison, in every tribulation, need, and danger. Remember, Lord our God, all 
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those who are in need of Your great mercy, those who love us and those who 
hate us, and those who have requested us, unworthy though we be, to pray for 
them, and all Your people. Pour out Your rich mercy granting to all their 
petitions which are for salvation. And those whom we have not remembered 
through ignorance, forgetfulness, or the multitude of names, You Yourself 
remember, O God. You know the age and name of everyone, knowing every 
person from their mother’s womb.  For You are the Helper of the Helpless, the 
Hope of the Hopeless, the Saviour of the storm-tossed, the haven of voyagers, 
and the Physician of the sick. Be all things to all people for You know every 
person and their petitions, each house and its need. Lord, deliver this city, and 
every city and community from famine, pestilence, earthquake, flood, fire, 
armaments, foreign invasion, and civil war. (Ezekiel 30:25; Nehemiah 13:22; 
Isaiah 11: 1; Jeremiah 18:20; Ps. 4:7; 5:13; 46:4; 67:31; 71; 88:14; 106:47; 118: 
68; 139: 8; 143: 13; Proverbs 8:21; Mt. 28:20; Lk. 6:18; Jn. 3:12; Acts 12:28; 1 
Cor. 9:25; 1 Col. 5:14; Heb. 11:38; 1 Tim. 2:2; Titus 3:1; 1 Peter 1:19) 
And grant that with one voice and one heart we may glorify and praise Your 
Most Honorable and Majestic Name: of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, now and ever and to the ages of ages. 
People: Amen. 
Priest: And may the mercies of our Great God and Savior Jesus Christ be with 
all of you. 
People: And with your spirit. [end of anaphora] 
  



 59 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The End. 
Glory to God for all things! 
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